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FORVER NYPD DETECTI VE SENTENCED
TO OVER 12 YEARS | N FEDERAL PRI SON

JAMES B. COMVEY, United States Attorney for the Southern
District of New York, announced today that M CHAEL SILVESTRI, a
former New York City Police Detective, was sentenced to 12 %
years (151 nonths) for being an accessory-after-the-fact to the
1998 nmurder of Joseph Conigli aro.

SILVESTRI was sentenced by United States District Judge
M CHAEL B. MUKASEY.

SI LVESTRI and three other associates of the
Decaval cante Organized Crine Fam|ly were found guilty by a
federal court jury after a three-week trial in Decenber, 2002.

The evidence at trial denonstrated that Conigliaro,
himself a long-tinme associate of the Famly, had fallen out of
favor with high ranking nenbers of the Decaval cante Fam ly. The

jury al so convicted JOSEPH BRI DESON and MARTIN LEWS with



participating in the nurder itself; the evidence at trial
denonstrating that BRI DESON | oaded the nurder weapon and gave it
to LEWS, who then shot Conigliaro to death.

According to the testinony at trial, BRI DESON enlisted
t he assistance of his cousin, Detective SILVESTRI, to renove
shell casings left in Conigliaro’s car after the shooting,
because BRI DESON feared that his fingerprints were on the
casi ngs.

SI LVESTRI was ordered to surrender to the Bureau of
Prisons by July 14, 2003.

M. COMEY praised the Federal Bureau of Investigation
and the New York City Police Departnent for their investigation
of this case.

Assi stant United States Attorneys JOHN M HI LLEBRECHT

and M CHAEL G McGOVERN are in charge of the prosecution

HHt#

03-118



